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for his illustration, and states that he is conscious of seeing spectres and phantoms that do not exist. Just fancy anyone being conscious of seeing the non-existent! We may believe in that which has no existence, or imagine it, but to be conscious of it is inherently absurd. A peasant conscious that he is a prince! Surely Mr. Bradlaugk is too acute to believe anything so foolish. He is apparently confounding consciousness with the interpretation of consciousness. We are conscious of our own mental states, but the inference from that state is not given in consciousness. It is perfectly true that the peasant is conscious of the belief that he is a prince, but that is a very different matter from being conscious that he is one. Consciousness is not responsible for false judgments, or for variety of dispositions, or for disturbance of brain. But it seems useless to dwell upon this point, because we must either admit the truthfulness of consciousness or give up all reasoning as useless, or impossible, in a word, we commit philosophical suicide.
Next to the consciousness of our own existence is the consciousness that we are intelligent agents capable of a certain amount of self-de termination. I do not say that I am convinced that I am free, but that I know that I am. The conviction is a later thing than the knowledge, and must be founded on evidence. But where is this evidence? Only in the preceding knowledge, for it could be found nowhere else, it never could be found outside myself, but always in my own processes. Each one knows himself in some degree the author of his own actions. I say in some degree, because no one contends that any human being is perfectly unwarped by his inherited tendencies, his education, and his surroundings; but I da contend that every one knows that all these things still leave him a certain amount of freedom of self-control, that amount may not be alike in any two individuals, but in all sane persons it is found in some degree. Bearing this in mind I say that we know as a fact that when we are deciding between alternative courses, we are deciding the matter ourselves, and it is not decided for us by some remote antecedence. I know that my being here to night is in part my action, and not wholly the action of my ancestors. I am conscious I am not a mere force driven helplessly to and fro by the winds of circumstances,